
Psalm 121 
 
Last week we reviewed our journey as a church since 2016 when we took a year to 
listen to God and to learn more about our community.  The journey which led us to 
begin the Café and Splash – our All Age Service and which ultimately took us to 
worship each Sunday in St Peter’s School Hall. Several of you said that was helpful – I 
hope that’s been true for many more of you too.   
 
We finished last week by considering how the limitations of the spaces available to us 
combined with the challenges of Covid 19, make our next steps quite difficult.   The 
school hall – where we had felt God called us in 2019, ticks many boxes in terms of 
space and location but is a huge amount of work to set up and take down. The chapel 
is easier but doesn’t give us sufficient space to comfortably care for our children, nor 
does it let us livestream services for those who can’t or would rather not yet come 
out. 
 
Because of this the Deacons wanted us to bring you a starting point for our 
discussions and deliberations.  We hope you will feel these are a good basis upon 
which to start.   
 

1 



With this in mind, this week we want to look forward and to allow ourselves to 
imagine what a quite different model of church could  be.  This is just one idea.  We 
believe it is a reasonable idea and one we have been wrestling with for many months 
now – but please hear us when we say we are not suggesting this as the only idea or 
the plan we believe it is necessarily right to pursue.  We want to share it as a way of 
exploring what might be possible.  If you like the idea, that’s great.  If you don’t like 
the idea – that’s great too! Because maybe it is in working out what is not right that 
we come closer to ascertaining what our priorities are and what kind of church we 
are called to be.  
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Pre- Covid 19 this is a pictorial representation of what our church life looked like. 
 
We might call this a Centred-Church model. 
 
So the Sunday service is the main thing.  Attendance on Sunday is the main priority 
and this is where the main teaching, worship and fellowship of the week happens.   
 
The other groups and activities of the church fit around the Sunday Service and 
hopefully feed in to it. We think of attendance on Sunday as being a mark of 
commitment and as the ‘end goal’ if you like of our evangelism and our mission. 
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In contrast, many churches are now operating in a multi-centred model.  
 
The idea here is that THE Sunday service is no longer the means and the end, instead 
we gather in small groups every week. These are the main focus of our teaching and 
our worship and our discipleship.  They are also where we serve one another and 
grow together.  We share each other’s good times and low times and we walk 
together as a group.  If somebody is unwell we rally round and help out as a group,  
we make meals, we give lifts to appointments, we eat together, we love one another.   
 
This could happen on a Sunday morning, but may well not.  It could be on a 
Wednesday evening or Saturday morning or – anytime that works for your group.  But 
this is the focus. 
 
And these groups will evolve and develop.  They’ll share common themes – 
particularly with regard to the teaching which is offered and the elements that would 
be included each week.  But how they are delivered, where they are delivered and in 
what style will vary quite widely we think, from group to group.  Some groups who 
are more traditional in focus might want to use the chapel.  Their meeting might 
include hymns and look quite a lot like a church service.  Others might want  
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something completely different –with no singing at all perhaps or meeting in a coffee 
shop or meeting purely online for those who don’t feel comfortable to mix. 
 
For those with children we would encourage the adults to be part of a small group, 
but also to come along to Family Worship each week.  This would be the main 
teaching and worship time for our children and young people.  It would be around 45 
minutes and a chance to grow and learn together as a family with God. 
 
Alongside these weekly gatherings there would be a monthly celebration.  Probably 
at the school – for all of the reasons we’ve already listed.  There’s more space, there’s 
better scope for hospitality.  This will be a chance to hear about what God’s been 
doing in the groups, to rejoice together and to affirm our bonds as one church.  
Obviously the set up and take down would be significant, but it’s only monthly, so 
nothing like the supreme effort of doing it every week.  We could maybe even eat 
together each month at this gathering – once restrictions allow. 
 
And of course, all the other activities that we used to do could carry on in tandem.  
The café, the walking group, the men’s breakfasts etc, could all carry on.  But now 
there are multiple ways for people to move from these groups more into the centre 
of church life.  If they want they could join  a small group, if that’s a bit intense they 
could come to a monthly celebration.  If they have children or grand-children they 
could come to Family Worship.  There are multiple entry points now to suit different 
people with different needs. 
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