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Dear Friends,

I noticed the Christmas trees appearing and the 
Christmas music being played in the shops of Iquitos 
last week. This means it’s time to write the Christmas 
Newsletter!

Since returning home from the UK at the end of July, 
much has happened and lots of it good. These are 
some of the things I’m particularly thankful for…

1.  About half of the eleven students will graduate  
 in November with the final training week of the  
 annual cycle. The other half will be  invited to   
 complete their attendance by continuing into  
 early 2018. These men and women are the true  
 foot soldiers of the Gospel here. This photo  
 was taken at the end of a talk on improved          
 practices for rearing chickens for household con 
 sumption. We believe that the Gospel addresses  
 every level of human need, so a training program  
 for ministers of the Gospel must do the same. 

2. This picture actually 
has two points for thanks 
giving:                      

a) Pedro, our maintenance 
man/groundskeeper, 
came back from extended 
leave in September and is 
currently recovering from a  

 literally blinding case of conjunctivitis. Great to  
 have him back on the team;

 b) Last week we spotted the first cocoa (choco 
 late) pods on the seedlings we planted in 2014  
 as part of our agroforestry pilot project at the  
 Training Centre. We plan to use this to demostrate  
 to our students the possibilities and benefits of  
 mixed cultivation when we teach the topic of  
 “Creation Administration”.

3. On 19th December, the La Unión Community  
 Water Project will be one year old. We hope to  
 lead the community in a short thanksgiving during  
 the community’s own 10th anniversary celebration  
 on the 8th December. We want to remind the  
 community how much they themselves have  
 achieved working together, with BMS’s support,  
 but also point them to the source of Living Water. 

Pictured here are the Vice-
President (digging) and the 
Secretary (watching) of the  
community Water Committee 
on the Sunday afternoon that 
we went out to cut off four 
of the worst debt offenders. 
Thankfully, three had a 
change of heart and only one 
hole had to be dug that  
day. I remain the Treasurer,  

 a.k.a. The Enforcer, of the Committee and am  
 pleased to report that more than half of the 47  
 participating households pay their bill on time.

Looking forward, there are some big, positive changes 
to be managed:

• Pastors Dave and Michele Mahon (with children  
 Jonathan, Ruth and Phoebe) will move to Iquitos  
 at the start of February to work with the Loreto  
 Baptist Association, including leadership of the  
 NIMTC project;

• Pr. Neil and Lori Brighton have already begun  
 work on re-designing and re-working the funding  
 model of the pastor’s training program alongside  

Pastor Class of 2017 at the Nauta Integral 
Mission Training Centre (NIMTC).
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 Pr. Luis Alvarado and myself. The couple will be  
 spending several periods of 3-4 months based in  
 Nauta over the next two years in order to achieve  
 this, all on a voluntary basis.

• I hope to have begun to hand-over my role of  
 CCEIN Site Administrator to a new member of  
 the local team in January, which will also mean  
 moving out of the on-site house, my home for  
 around five and a half years, and being able to  
 focus more on our environment-related projects.

Please pray for healthy transitions! And as we all feel 
our way forward through these big changes to life, 
work and worship, we need patience, discernment and 
a good sense of humor. May the Lord provide!

Finally, I wish you all a joyful and contemplative 
celebration of Christ-mas. Stay warm!

Lots of Love,  
Laura

If you would like to support Laura by prayer and committed regular  
giving, visit bmsworldmission.org/partners or call 01235 517617 for a 
24:7 Partners leaflet.
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