
       
 

Larder Report : 4 year update, December 2016 
In the four years since The Larder started, 3,500 parcels have been given out, with 
provisions to serve 6,800 people - of course we have provided food for some people 
several times over.  There is no clear pattern; some people have had very occasional 
need for our help since we opened, others need us every week for just a few weeks to 
get on their feet.  Demand is very variable from one session to the next, but the rounded 
average is not so different now from 4 years ago. 

We have not seen big changes in 
demand, despite press stories about 
problems with the benefits system. 
The main factor is disorganisation; 
clients are disorganised, and so is the 
benefits system which should help 
them.  Each case is so different that 
set rules don't work; whatever the 
system, some people will fall through. 
Donations have kept up well, running 
on ahead of our needs, which gives us 
reserves of tinned food and money.  If 
the present gloomy doom economic 
forecasts come true, these reserves 
will be badly needed.   
In The Larder we see how much more 
needs to be done, especially with 
housing and mental health; but that is 
for other people and agencies. 

We wish a very happy Christmas to all our supporters - in the end we are just the 
intermediaries between community generosity and people in need.  The New Year will 
undoubtedly bring new challenges - we hope that 2017 will bring all of you, clients, 
volunteers, donors and support agencies, all you wish for.   
Larger versions of the graphs above are available from the website.  On the home page: 
"click here for more recent statistics".  The graphs will be updated from time to time so 
that future trends can be seen in the context of history. 
As always, THANK YOU to the whole community whose generosity makes it all possible. 
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