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PRAYING FOR THE FUTURE 

 

 

In 2012 the church began to explore the idea of starting a second 

meeting or gathering in addition to the normal Sunday services. 

This would be a more relaxed, family-friendly meeting, with the 

hope that we might be able to reach out to some of those in the area 

who do not currently have any contact with church. 

 

Although there was support for the idea when it was first suggested, 

it was felt that, for various reasons, the time wasn’t quite right to 

begin something new and that the church was not quite in a 

position to commit to such an undertaking.  

 

Since then, our church has changed in various ways - a number of 

people have passed away or moved out of the area, we have several 

new members, and 2014 saw a change of pastorate. Because of 

these changes, it was felt that it would be appropriate to return to 

the original vision of 2012, seeking to discern as a church whether 

this was still God’s will for us and whether now would be the right 

time to try and start something new. 

 

Although we recognise that not everyone currently in the church 

would want to attend this second meeting, we feel it is important 

that, if we are to go ahead with this, it is with the backing and 
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support of the whole church. The details of what the second 

meeting would look like still need to be worked out, but there may 

well be a need for financial support from church funds as well as 

commitment of our time as ministers. 

 

For this reason, we are hoping to engage the whole church in a time 

of prayer, discussion and listening to God as we seek His will 

together. We will be organising some focussed prayer events and 

continuing to pray in our services, but hope that everyone will pray 

at home and in small groups.  

 

This leaflet is aimed at helping you to know how you can pray as 

well as addressing some of the questions and concerns you might 

have. Please take the time to read it, and remember that we are 

always available and willing to chat and hear your thoughts. Please 

don’t hesitate to get in touch! 

 

WHY DO YOU THINK WE NEED A SECOND MEETING? 

Our Sunday morning service is very traditional in style, as is 

befitting for the age profile of the current congregation. We know 

that many people in our church appreciate and value this style of 

worship, and do not want to change this too much. We’re aware that 

many people in the town would, if they were to come to church, find 

a traditional style of worship attractive.  

 

However, we’re also aware that many Christians who live in 

Budleigh travel out of town to attend church. Whilst we have no 

intention of trying to ‘steal’ them, the fact that they feel they have to 

travel to church suggests that there may be a need for a different 

style of Christian gathering in Budleigh. 
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Finally, a quick survey of the various churches in the town reveals 

that between us we are only reaching a small percentage of the 

population of Budleigh. There are a great number of people in our 

community who have little or no contact with any of the churches, 

and who have never had the opportunity to hear about or know God 

and His saving grace. As the years go by, the ‘cultural gap’ between 

the churches and people in the community is growing. This is 

especially true among those aged 40 or under, many of whom have 

never had any contact with the Church and have little or no 

knowledge of the Christian story or message. 

 

We believe that God can and does act in mysterious and surprising 

ways, and that He is therefore more than able to bring people 

through our doors who we might not expect to see. However, we 

also believe that the onus is on us to bridge the cultural gap 

between the church and those in our community through a desire to 

‘contextualise’ the Gospel for those we are trying to reach out to. 

This is a lesson we can learn from the stories of overseas 

missionaries, many of whom have long grappled with the question 

of how to make the Gospel accessible to the strange new cultures in 

which they find themselves, whilst not sacrificing that which is at 

the heart of the Gospel message. 

 

A second service or meeting of the sort being proposed here does 

not, of course, necessarily solve this problem. However, it could be a 

vital first step in thinking about how we can engage in our 

community faithfully and creatively so that the greatest number of 

people can experience, hear about and know God’s love in their 

lives. 
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An important point to make is that whilst thinking about the future 

of the church inevitably entails talk about families, children and 

younger adults, we don’t see the dividing line between the two 

services/meetings as being one of age. We fully recognise that there 

may be some older people amongst us who would prefer to attend 

the second meeting, just as they may be younger people who would 

prefer to attend our current Sunday morning service. 

 

WHAT WOULD HAPPEN TO THE TRADITIONAL SERVICE? 

We believe the traditional service still has a vital role to play in the 

life of the church, and would continue to put as much time and 

attention into it as we can. We would be keen to see that service 

continue to grow, and to be thinking about how we can be reaching 

out missionally. 

 

It is certainly not our intention that the traditional service would be 

allowed to quietly dwindle until there is no one attending it. Rather, 

we would see this as an opportunity to encourage those attending 

the traditional service to think about forms of outreach appropriate 

to them and to their friends and neighbours.  

 

WHAT WOULD THE SECOND SERVICE/MEETING LOOK LIKE? 

At the moment we simply don’t know! A couple of different 

suggestions have been made, but we are trying to remain open-

minded and to listen to what God is saying in all of this. It may be 

that He calls us to be much bolder than our imaginations might 

otherwise allow us to be! 
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It seems likely that the meeting/gathering would take place in the 

afternoon and possibly on a day other than Sunday. One factor we 

need to recognise is that Sunday mornings are no longer reserved 

for church activities - many children have sporting events and other 

commitments at this time. Also, we need to recognise that as we see 

increasing numbers of families living apart in our community, this 

changes the dynamics of when people are able to gather - weekends 

are often a time for children to visit parents that they don’t 

normally live with. 

 

One possibility that has been suggested is that we meet, to begin 

with at least, in someone’s home, as this can provide a much more 

informal atmosphere. There would be some form of worship, some 

time of engaging with Scripture together, some discussion and the 

sharing of food and fellowship. Another possibility would be to hire 

one of the existing public spaces in the town - for example the 

school hall, the Venture hall or space at the Hub - and to hold 

meetings there. This would have the advantage of being more 

‘visible’ to the community, as well as overcoming problems of space 

etc. 

 

Wherever the meetings take place, the aim, as we understand it, 

would be to create a relatively informal atmosphere in which 

people can feel comfortable as quickly as possible, in which they 

don’t need to worry about their children making noise or being 

disruptive, and in which people can be encouraged to worship and 

meet with God in ways appropriate for them. 

 

Some people have asked whether this all comes down to singing 

modern worship songs. We hope that the form that the worship 
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takes would be reflective of those who are part of the meeting at 

any given time, recognising that this may well be something which 

changes over time. Whilst some of the more modern songs and 

styles of worship would probably be a part of this, we have no 

interest in singing modern songs for their own sake, or simply 

because they are modern. The ideal would to embrace the best of 

the old and the new, and to seek to enable people to worship God 

genuinely in a form which flows out of who we are rather than some 

enforced ‘style’. This might mean singing old hymns, new songs or 

no songs at all! 

 

WILL WE END UP AS TWO CHURCHES? WOULD IT NOT BE BETTER TO CHANGE 

OUR EXISTING SERVICE TO MAKE IT MORE APPROPRIATE FOR ALL? 

One of the great claims of the Bible is that in Christ we are all made 

as one; united together as we begin new lives ‘clothed with Him’ 

(Gal 3:26-28). This finds particular expression around the 

communion table, as we recognise our common brokenness and 

need for His mercy and grace, but also our common salvation in 

Him. In an ideal world, church would be a space in which both 

diversity and unity are expressed; in which we recognise that we 

are all different but seek to overcome those differences as an 

expression of our unity in Christ.  

 

However, many churches are finding that it is simply too difficult to 

balance different desires and needs in the same worship service in a 

manner which is positive for everyone. For this reason, many 

churches now have several services throughout the week with 

different styles of worship or aimed at people with different needs. 

They are still one church, but gather in different ways at different 

times.  
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Our hope would be that any second meeting/gathering that we 

started would be seen in the same way. As suggested above, it may 

be that we meet on a different day and even in a different place, but 

this need not be a barrier to our sense of unity as one church 

serving God together. We recognise that we would need to work 

hard (as indeed would everybody involved) to maintain a sense of 

unity. To this end we would aim to have regular ‘joint’ gatherings 

and to ensure the ongoing sharing of prayer requests and news 

from one meeting to the other. In addition, we would hope that 

there would be a reasonable number of people who were able to 

attend both meetings. 

 

As suggested above, we also hope that having two 

meetings/gatherings, rather than being divisive, would be a way of 

helping both to flourish. Each would be free to develop a style and 

character which expresses the worship of those gathered. 

 

 

Prayer Points 

 

We hope that the information above has helped you to understand 

something of our thinking so far, as well as planting some seeds of 

thought in your own mind. As we say above, nothing is set in stone - 

we are genuinely open to what God is saying, and are aware that our 

collective vision for the future might emerge as something very 

different to the ideas which are suggested here. One of the key 

distinctives of Baptist life is the belief that all of us have the call and 

the responsibility to discern the mind and will of Christ together. To 
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this end, we are inviting everyone to pray with us and join with us 

as we try to discern the way forward. 

 

To get you started in your prayers, here are some questions which 

we might need to be asking together. It would be really helpful if 

you could write down any thoughts, feelings or answers that you 

feel you have. These don’t need to be a complete ‘vision of the 

future’, and you don’t need to be absolutely certain that what you 

are hearing is from God. We are engaged in this time of listening 

together, and it may well be that what you hear only makes sense 

when placed into the bigger picture of what other people are 

hearing. 

 

 What do you think are our particular strengths & 

weaknesses as a church at the moment? 

 Does anything need to change in our life together as a church 

if we are to reach out to the community around us? 

 What might that change look like? Should we look to start a 

second gathering/meeting, or try to make our current 

services more accessible to all? 

 If we do start a second meeting, what might that look like? 

Who would it be aimed at? 

 How could we go about trying to maintain a sense of unity, 

despite having two meetings/gatherings? 

 Are there any specific words, pictures of thoughts which 

seem significant for you and/or for the church at this time? 


