
 

Membership Pack 

Thanks for your interest in becoming a member of our church – we’re delighted to have you with us! 

This pack is designed to help you understand a bit more about what membership is and some of the 

opportunities and responsibilities that come with it. 

What is Membership? 

Membership of a Baptist church is a way of coming into covenant relationship with each other. We 

believe that whilst each one of us has a personal relationship with God, he calls us to live that out in 

relationship with each other – walking together, loving each other, supporting each other, helping each 

other to grow in faith, and discerning God’s will together as we participate in His mission.  

Membership, therefore, is about formalising that relationship by making promises to each other. Those 

coming into membership promise that they will commit themselves to the church and participate in 

church life. The church, in turn, makes a commitment to love, serve and be there for people as best we 

can.  

We recognise that we won’t always get it right, and that mistakes can be made on either side. 

Membership, like baptism, isn’t about being perfect or even ‘good enough’. Instead it’s about 

journeying and learning together as we grow in faith. It’s a bit like being part of a big family, with all 

the joys, celebrations and frustrations that brings! 

Responsibilities of a Church Member 

The Church Constitution (which you should have received as part of this pack) lays out all the details of 

the structure of the church and how things work. It says that membership is open to any who: 

 Profess their repentance towards God and their faith in God, Father, Son and Holy Spirit; 

 Hold to the deity of the Lord Jesus Christ and the authority of the Holy Scriptures and that 

interpretation of them usually called evangelical. 

 Commit themselves to serving Christ within the church and beyond; 

 Accept the authority of the Church meeting and respect the leadership of the Minister and 

Diaconate. 

 Acknowledge their responsibilities as Church members 

Those responsibilities are: 

 Conduct appropriate for a follower of Jesus Christ. 

 Attending worship and participating in Church activities; 

 Personal prayer and bible study; 

 Helping the Church whenever possible by using abilities to advance the Purpose and Vision of 

the Church through its activities. This may mean, for example, working behind the scenes on 

administrative tasks and helping with practical projects; 

 Attending and participating in regular Church Meetings;  

 Giving regular financial support to the Church in accordance with personal resources and 

circumstances. 

 
Try not to worry if all that seems a bit daunting. We understand that life comes with all sorts of 
pressures and responsibilities and this isn’t meant to be a way of piling on more. We have people from 



all stages of life, some of whom are able to commit a lot of time to the church, and some only a little. 
Your membership visit (see below) is a good chance to think about the ways in which you can get 
involved now and how you support the church even if you can’t come to many of the activities. 
 

The Church Meeting 

The way that leadership works in a Baptist church can be surprising to some. We have ministers and 

deacons who carry some leadership responsibility – focussing on the day to day running of the church 

as well as providing some spiritual discernment and guidance. They are given some freedom to make 

independent decisions on relatively small matters. However, the ultimate responsibility for trying to 

hear what God is saying to us and working out what we should be doing lies with the Church meeting 

i.e. the members. This makes the church meeting a central part of our church life together, and it is 

vital that as many members as possible come along to them. 

We normally hold church meetings bi-monthly, but sometimes will call a special church meeting or 

church away day when there are more significant matters to discuss and pray about. We always 

include worship and prayer. There are some practical things that need to be discussed (e.g. finances) 

but the focus should always be on trying to hear what God is saying. Sometimes we have to vote on a 

decision, but this doesn’t mean that it’s just about everyone throwing their opinion in. Instead, the 

ideal is that we will come to a consensus based on what we think God is saying. 

Giving 

There is a separate leaflet in this pack which talks about the importance of giving and the different 

ways you can give. Baptist churches are independent – we don’t receive any external financial 

resources, so anything we want to do needs to be funded by the church. 

We understand that personal finances can be tricky, so there is no set amount which we expect people 

to give. However, if you are able to set aside even a small amount for the church each month, it makes a 

big difference. 

Becoming a Member 

Once someone has decided they would like to come into membership, we follow a three stage process: 

1. The deacons will ask for two of the existing members to arrange a ‘membership visit’. This is not 

an interview(!) but a chance to get to know you, hear some of your story so far and talk about the 

various opportunities to serve in the church. It’s also a chance to ask any questions you may 

have. 

2. At the following church meeting, the visitors will give a brief report from the time they had with 

you. Again this is nothing to worry about, just a way of sharing a bit about you with the rest of 

the church. The church meeting will then decide if they are happy for you to become a member. 

3. Assuming the church meeting has said ‘yes’, we will then arrange a slot in a communion service 

to formally bring you into membership. This is the part where you make covenant promises to 

the church and the church makes promises to you. This can be daunting, but again please don’t 

worry. We’ll tell you exactly what you need to say (which isn’t a lot) and the atmosphere is 

always one of rejoicing together.  

Any Questions? 

This has been a very brief overview of church membership. If you have any questions or are not sure 

about any part of the process, please don’t hesitate to ask either your membership visitors or James & 

Julia (01395 443137). 


