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Dear Friends,

We find ourselves already half-way through 2017 with 
the Summer/Winter Solstice having already come and 
gone (depending on which side of the equator you’re 
looking at it from). Earlier in the year Peru experienced 
troublesome lashings from the El Niño phenomenon, 
bringing very heavy rains, flooding and mudslides to 
the northern coastal region of the country. In the jun-
gle, on the other side of the Andes, the days were cool 
and overcast and the river levels rose by several metres 
causing flooding throughout this low-lying region. 
However, this happens every year and is ordinary for 
us. What happened on the north coast is extraordinary 
because it is a region which is essentially desert. Please 
pray for our Peruvian brothers and sisters who’ve lost 
family members and for the very many homes and 
livelihoods simply washed away and/or covered in mud 
and rocks. Remember also the Peruvian government 
and local authorities who have been administering the 
resources to bring relief to the affected families.

Meanwhile, in Nauta we were pressing on with the 
Training Course, rejoicing in a New Record for ‘Time 
Travelled by a Student to Reach Us’ being set by four 
stoic brothers and sisters who travelled for the best 
part of 5 days from their village, ‘2 de Mayo’, to be 
with us for the week. We’ve been able to reach them 
and them us, courtesy of Jungle Master Ministries, a 
US-based mission, with whom we continue to work in 
mutual support. Please give thanks for Pedro, Saira, 
Merardo y Manuel from 2 de Mayo. It’s humbling to 
receive people who’ve made such effort to get to us 
and I pray that our teaching will be truly useful for them 
and their ministering to their village.

Hot on the heels of the Training Week we received 
a visit from a short-term mission group with Pioneer 
Outreach Mission (also US-based). They moved into the 
Training Centre to set up a dental-medical clinic and 
blessed the community with donated reading glasses, 
shoes and clothes as well. Despite heavy rain that day, 
the clinic was attended to complete saturation with 
children and adults from La Unión. It was fantastic to 
see the neighbourhood dental technician arrive at the 
invitation of the visiting orthodontist to assist him with 
the clinic and the two worked side-by-side until almost 

7pm. Also, I got chatting to a local mum who came for 
the clinic and she accepted an invitation to church the 
next day. When we arrived, we found not only the mis-
sion group at the service but also half a dozen women 
from La Unión, most of whom don’t normally attend 
a church. One lady has already said she’d like to keep 
coming, in addition to the mum who´d accompanied 
me that day. As I reflect on those two weeks, I’m so 
thankful for the way in which the different groups have 
been able to work together, it’s not always easy but I 
think it’s one of the strongest testimonies we can give 
of a Creator who made us to live and work in harmony 
with Him and one another: believers with non-believ-
ers; short-term mission workers with long-term mission 
workers; even North Americans with Brits…

Finally, at the Training Centre we’ve been in a bit of 
flux. Pedro, our maintenance man has been on ex-
tended leave since the beginning of February, and is 
now due back in August. Meanwhile, we have another 
local brother, Basilio, currently fulfilling that role. Also, 
our secretary Sara finished at the end of March and I 
was just about able to find another local sister, Judith, 
to replace her shortly before I returned to the UK for 
Home Assignment in May.  She will have had a tough 
first couple of months as we had a Training Week two 
weeks ago with Pastors Luis and Percy from Iquitos 
running things on their own for the first time. I have 
heard that everything went well – a good opportunity 
for thanksgiving!

Finally, I’m currently in the UK on Home Assignment 
until the 26th July when I return to Peru. It’s been love-
ly to meet many of you for the first time and catch-up 
again with others. Thank-you everyone for your prayers 
and support.

Love Laura x
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