
 

 

‘The Way Ahead’ is a year of prayer and thinking together as we seek God’s will as to the future of our 

church. Throughout the year the five key questions that we’re asking will be: 

 

What would it look like for the kingdom of God to come in our community? 

As a church what do we have to offer that is distinctive? 

How is God calling us to serve and engage with our local community? 

What sort of building would best help us to fulfil this calling?  

What is the next step for us? 

 

As we explore these questions together, we’ll also be taking a closer look at ourselves and our community, 

and sharing stories of what other churches are doing around the country. 

 This document is a summary of some of the steps that have been taken so far. We hope that you’re able to use 

this as a way of keeping up with what’s happening but also as an inspiration for your own prayers.  

We invite you to join us on this journey as we seek God together - for more information visit 

www.budleighbaptistchurch.org.uk 

http://www.budleighbaptistchurch.org.uk/


 

 

As we began the journey of exploration together, people were asked to write short prayers for the year ahead on footprints. 
STEP 1 



 

 

Continued... 
STEP 1 



 

 

‘In recent years we have started:  

Melling Community Gospel Choir which is run on a Monday evening in the little local pub;  

The Hub coffee morning run in the local scout hall;  

Flower Power, which is a gardener who provides me with beautiful planters twice a year to deliver to 

the elderly and sick around the community;  

The local Primary School Gospel Choir, this is something I have just begun at the school and the 

children performed at our Christmas event last year;  

Shoot! This is our new photography club that has been started in the last two months it is going very 

well and a good number of people attend.  

The Gospel Choir consists of about 35 members who attend every week to practise our traditional and contemporary gospel songs. The group is made 

up of the most random mix of people. Young and old, male and female, some with a faith in God, others without, people of every different kind of job and 

status. It would not be normal to find this group of people mixing together! However they all turn up each week and sing and chat and we have truly 

wonderful relationships with each other. We have become a close group who care immensely for one another and meet each other throughout the week 

as friends. This is church! And little by little these wonderful people are learning more about the God who loves them.  

Flower Power started when the mother-in-law of one of my choir members sadly passed away. I delivered flowers to the family. The husband of the 

choir member was so delighted with the flowers that he came to one of our choir events. He is a gardener, and contacted me to offer his services in 

creating planters to deliver to those people I felt needed them most. Since then both of us have gone out twice a year into the community and his 

planters have brought so much delight and pleasure to many people throughout Melling. God is truly working in people’s lives here.  

- Jo Hassoun Melling Baptist Community Project Leader  

Story - Melling Baptist Community STEP 2 



 

 

People were asked to share some of the practical gifts and skills that they felt God had given them. We then spent time in 

small groups praying that God would show us how we could use these gifts and skills to serve the local community. In the 

word cloud below, the gifts and skills which were mentioned more often appear larger. 

STEP 2 



 

 

We also asked people to think about some of the strengths and weakness of our church at the moment.  In the word cloud 

below, words in green are positives and words in red are negatives. Larger words mean they were mentioned more 

frequently. 

STEP 2 



 

 

‘The Gathering’ is an opportunity to come together once a month, pray together and reflect on what we feel might have 

been saying to us during the previous month. Below are some of the ideas, pictures and thoughts that emerged at The 

Gathering in April. 

STEP 2 

Based on the list of gifts and skills the 

congregation have produced, we could start 

a ‘Community Café’ once a week in the 

Venture Hall. This would be a place to build 

relationships with people, give families and 

elderly people somewhere to go and meet 

others, and find out more about the needs in 

the community. 

A picture of a dove hovering over the group as we 

prayed and sought God together. 

A picture of pebbles on a beach - each is different, but 

together they make up a beach. 

The story of the loaves and the fishes - if we offer what we 

have to God, he will multiply it. 

‘“Not by might, nor by human power, but by my Spirit” 

says the Lord Almighty.’ - Zechariah 4:6 

Maybe we could start a community choir as a way of 

bringing people together 

This was an idea that had been suggested nearly a 

year previously, but had been put on hold because it 

was felt that the timing wasn’t right. However, 

throughout the last few weeks there has been a 

growing sense of excitement that this is something 

we should aim to start very soon, as a way of getting 

to know the community. 

Use local coffee shops to hold seeker friendly events 

IDEAS 

PICTURES/

PASSAGES 



 

 

The focus in April shifted from looking at ourselves to looking at the community around us. We began by looking at some 

key statistics from our local area. It was recognised that statistics don’t tell the whole story, but they do help us to have an 

idea of the bigger picture of the town we live in. 

STEP 3 

Based on the 2011 census data, the usual resident of Budleigh and the immediate surrounding area is 5967 people. As the charts above show, in 

comparison to East Devon and figures for the UK as a whole, we have a significantly higher percentage of older people (65+) than normal. This might not 

be surprising, as Budleigh is known as being a retirement town. However, the figures also reveal that whilst a significant proportion of the population is 

aged over 65, 60% of the population (895 children & young people and 2658 adults) is under 65. 

 

The statistics also show that out of 2896 households in the area, just over a third are single occupancy. In other words, there are 729 people over 65 and 

329 people under 65 who are living alone.  



 

 

Continued... STEP 3 

Most people in the town identify 

themselves as Christians, although the 

number saying they have ‘no religion’ is 

also significant. The number given for 

weekly church attendance is very much an 

approximation, but demonstrates the gap 

between those identifying as Christians 

and those who actually go to church. 



 

 

Continued... STEP 3 

Whilst the majority of Budleigh is classed as ‘Less deprived than average’, there is a 

section of the town (shown in orange) which is classed as ‘Average’ in terms of income/

deprivation. 

Child Poverty 
Percentage of children living in families in 
receipt of out of work benefits or tax credits, 
where their reported income is less than 60% of 
the national median income (a commonly 
accepted measure of poverty).  

9% 

Pensioner Poverty 
Percentage of older people in receipt of the 
Guarantee Credit element of Pension credit, 
which provides a minimum means-tested level of 
weekly income for single people (£145) and 
couples (£222).  

8% 

Working Age Poverty 
Percentage of working-age adults (aged 16-
60/65) claiming one or more ‘key’ working-age 
benefit, including Jobseeker’s Allowance, 
Employment and Support Allowance, Income 
Support and any other income-related benefits.   

8% 

Social Housing 
Percentage of households living in local 
authority or housing association properties.  

8% 

Lone Parent Household 
Lone parent households as a percentage of all 
households with dependent children.  

20% 

Deprivation Ranking 
Ranking on the 2010 Index of Multiple 
Deprivation (IMD) scale. The IMD is a composite 
measure based on 38 indicators in 7 domains: 
income, employment, health and disability, 
education, housing and services, crime, and 
living environment.  

2478 out 

of 12660 

Statistics on this page from Church Urban Fund - https://cuf.org.uk/parish/150007  

https://cuf.org.uk/parish/150007


 

 

As we reflected on and prayed about some of the statistics presented above, these are some of the thoughts and prayers that 

emerged... 
STEP 3 

Alpha Course in football 

club? 

Lord, We pray for those in 

Budleigh who live alone 

(>1/3 population) especially 

those who are elderly and have 

lost their life partner. 

‘Go back to Galilee’ 

Where they Started? 

Rich place? 

Where Jesus called them? 

Lord, We pray for those 

parents in Budleigh for whom 

life is hard. Bless them with 

support and help. Amen. 

Dear Lord, We pray for the 

community of Budleigh 

especially the 95 lone-parent 

families, the unemployed and 

those who are widowed. 

67.1% Christian 

 

We pray that they would 

know you. 

Dear Father, We pray that you 

would give us opportunities to 

reach out and befriend those 

who are alone and lonely. 

Amen. 

Home group near school? 



 

 

Following everything that had gone before, the church decided to re-visit an earlier idea and open a Community Cafe  once a 

week in the Venture Hall, which is next to the school. It is hoped that this will be an opportunity to meet people from all 

across the community, see relationships formed between young and old, and provide a basis for other activities and projects 

in the future. The first few weeks have been very successful, with a number of people from all across the community coming 

in. More details can be found at www.thewave.org.uk.  

STEP 4 

 

STRIVE FOR THE PRIZE IN CHRIST 

 

‘...I press on to take hold of that for which Christ Jesus took hold of 

me. Brothers and sisters, I do not consider myself yet to have taken 

hold of it. But one thing I do: forgetting what is behind and straining 

towards what is ahead, I press on towards the goal to win the prize 

for which God has called me heavenwards in Christ Jesus.’  

- Philippians 3:12-14 

 

In June we also celebrated our church anniversary. Rev Nigel 

Manges, one of the SWBA Regional Ministers, spoke on Philippians 

3:12-4:1. He reminded us that although it was good to look back 

and give thanks for the past, we need to be focussed on what was 

still to come and all that God has for us in the future. 

This was a timely reminder for us, especially during a year of 

prayer! To hear the sermon visit:  

www.budleighbaptistchurch.org.uk/sermons/strive-for-the-

prize-in-christ/ 

http://www.thewave.org.uk
http://www.budleighbaptistchurch.org.uk/sermons/strive-for-the-prize-in-christ/
http://www.budleighbaptistchurch.org.uk/sermons/strive-for-the-prize-in-christ/


 

 

We asked some key figures in the local community what they perceived to be some of the greatest needs people faced 

locally. Below is  a summary of their responses: 
STEP 5 

 

CHANTALLE MAJOR 

Police Community 

Support Officer 

 

 

• Teenagers need reasons to get outside 

(sport, smoothie bar etc.) 

 

• Lots of lonely elderly people. 

 

• Many of them are becoming victims of 

‘romance scams’. 

 

STEVE HITCHCOCK 
Head teacher, St. 

Peter’s School 
 
 
 
 

 Families are under stress and strain 

 Children and teachers are under 
increasing pressure to perform. 

 Families need opportunities to do 
things together as a family. 

 
 

 

SALLY HAMMOND 
Manager, Exmouth 
Children’s Centre 

 
 
 

 

 Isolation 
 
 Worklessness 


