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fulfil this calling?  

 What is the next step for us? 

In order to help us answer these questions, 
throughout the year we’ll also be thinking about 
other questions relating to the gifts and skills 
that we have in the church at the moment, the 
needs of the local community and some of the 
practical questions about the building. 

It is obvious that if we try and answer all these 
questions at the same time, it’s going to quickly 
get very confusing! Therefore we will be 
breaking our prayer down into different areas of 
focus, which will change slightly each month. We 
will be producing a number of resources to help 
guide and aid our prayers and to think about 
some of the issues involved. These will include 
stories from other churches, information about 
our local community and more.  

 

Opportunities to Pray 

We want to provide as many different 
opportunities to pray as possible, with the 
following times being especially marked out for 
praying together: 

 At Home, using resources which will be 
provided throughout the year. 

 As part of our Monthly Prayer Meetings on 
the fourth Wednesday of every month.  

 As part of an Open Prayer Space every 
Wednesday from 11am-12pm. 

 As part of our Morning Service on the second 
Sunday of every month. 

 Once a month at The Gathering, held at the 
Ebenezer Chapel on the first Sunday of every 
month. This will become the main opportunity 
to think about these and other related 
questions in more depth, and have a focussed 
time of prayer together. 

 At one or two Church Away Days, which will 
be an opportunity for all of us to come 
together, pray and share. 

Throughout the whole year there will be plenty 
of opportunities to respond and share what you 
think God might be saying. These responses will 
be used to build up a picture that will be shared 
with the whole church, so that we all have a 
sense of the journey that God is taking us on. 

We believe that this is an exciting time for us as a 
church, and hope that you will join us on this 
journey as we seek God together and ask for His 
guidance as to the way ahead. 

 

More Information 

For regular updates on what is happening and 
any new information please visit our church 
website - budleighbaptistchurch.org.uk. 

If you have any thoughts, questions or concerns 
about any part of the Year of Prayer, please don’t 
hesitate to contact James or Julia on: 

01395 443137 
enquiries@budleighbaptistchurch.org.uk 

We look forward to hearing from you! 

 



 

 

The Way Ahead 

We are blessed to live in a beautiful part of the 
world and to worship in a  church which, whilst 
small, is very friendly and welcoming.  

God has done great things in and through 
Budleigh Salterton Baptist Church over the years, 
and we are grateful for the ways in which He has 
sustained and nurtured our fellowship. We also 
give thanks that at the moment we are seeing 
slow but steady growth, with new people coming 
to join us on a regular basis. 

However, over the last few years there has been 
a growing awareness of some of the difficulties 
posed by our current chapel. 

The chapel was built in 1844, costing the princely 
sum of £204! Whilst it is still beautiful, the 
building is showing signs of its age.  There is an 
ongoing problem with damp which cannot be 
solved, and cracks and other issues appear 
frequently.  Those who are responsible for 
looking after our buildings are working very 
hard and doing the best they can, but it often 
feels as though we putting sticking plasters over 
the problems rather than fixing them! 

The difficulty is compounded by the fact that the 
chapel and grounds are all Grade II listed. This 
means that making any significant changes or 
modifications would be very difficult. Even 
interior changes, which are under the oversight 
of the Baptist Historic Building Committee, 
would involve a lengthy and expensive process. 
The listing also means that any major works 
which would need to be done would have to be 
carried out by specialist companies, at higher 
cost to the church. 

Finally, the location of the chapel is far from 
ideal. Many in the town do not know it is there, 
and very few people pass by on their way to 
other things. Parking is also difficult, and this 
along with the layout and size of the interior 
space available mean that the options for 
running different activities in the chapel are 
limited. 

 

Moving On? 

Questions about our building are not new - in 
1959 the church seriously considered building a 
new chapel in the town centre. The proposal was 
rejected then on the grounds that it would be too 
expensive. However, it feels to us that the time is 
right to start asking some serious questions once 
again; seeking God’s will as to what we do with 
our current chapel, but setting this question 
within the wider context of trying to discern 
where we feel God is leading us as a church and 
how we wants us to be engaging with and 
serving the local community over the coming 
years.  

We’re aware that some in our church have 
already begun this journey. And that God has 
spoken to the church within the last few years 
about the chapel. However, we’re also aware that 
many have joined more recently and are hearing 
this for the first time. For this reason we believe 
that it is important to seek God together, not 
ignoring what He has said to the church in the 
past but listening afresh to His voice and 
command to us now. 

 

 

What Next? 

The next step is to invite the whole church to 
spend the rest of 2016 in prayer, asking for God’s 
guidance in all of this. That might sound like a 
long time, but we think it’s important to take our 
time. This is a decision we need to make as a 
whole church, as the implications of what we feel 
God is saying could be huge, both financially but 
also in the commitment that would be needed 
from individuals to follow through with what we 
feel God is calling us to do.  

 

Questions 

Our hope and expectation is that as we commit to 
pray together as a church,  we will be taken on a 
journey by God. As we begin this journey 
together we have several questions to form the 
basis of our prayers. It may be that some of these 
questions get answered but not others. It may be 
that over the course of the year the questions 
change completely. We cannot say at this point 
what the journey will look like, or where we will 
end up!  All we can affirm at the moment is our 
responsibility to come before God together; 
seeking Him, listening for His voice and be 
willing to step out in faith when He asks us to. 

 What would it look like for the kingdom of God 
to come in our community? 

 As a church what do we have to offer that is 
distinctive? 

 How is God calling us to serve and engage with 
our local community? 

 What sort of building would best help us to 


